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The Charter for Trees, Woods and People (the Tree Charter) sets out the 
principles for a society in which people and trees can stand stronger together.
 Inspired by the original 1217 Charter of the Forests, the Tree Charter is 
rooted in stories and memories that were gathered from people of all walks 
of life, across the UK.  These formed themes which developed into 10 guiding 
Principles, underpinned by research.  Each articulates the relationship we all 
want between people and trees in the 21st Century. Our collective ambition 
is to put trees back where they belong - at the heart of our lives, communities 
and decision making. 
In signing the Tree Charter, you’re making a pact with trees and woods. They 
will continue to do all the amazing things they do, asking nothing in return. 
How can people meaningfully give something back in return for fresh air, food, 
resources, shelter, careers and inspiration?  This handbook offers a starting 
point – including ideas around how to have a tree-mendous Tree Charter 
Day, a new national day of celebration which will take place annually every 
November. 
It’s taken 800 years for us to acknowledge the debt we owe to trees, and to 
establish a new accord between us and them.  It’s critical now that the charter 
makes the shift from text, into the very fabric of society. From here on in, it is 
our attitude towards trees and woods, our behaviours, and our choices, that 
will make the Tree Charter’s ambitions a reality.

Beccy Speight

Chief Executive, The Woodland Trust



4 5

Sustain landscapes rich in wildlife: 
take heed of nature’s needs. 
Deadwood enriches the local ecosystem  by providing 
habitat and food for many species. Leave deadwood 
where it is, so the natural cycle of life can thrive. If you 
need firewood, for example for camping, bring a bag of 
certified logs or kindling with you, or pick up from a local 
supplier. 

Wildlife corridors play a crucial role in the wider landscape. Allow natural 
regeneration to thrive where you can, and focus your tree planting (for 
example alongside canals and cycle routes) to help to create wildlife-rich 
networks.  

Healthy trees and woods can be both home and pantry for all sorts of wildlife 
including pollinators. Look for ways to support and promote agroforestry: 
growing and utilising trees, shrubs and hedges around crops or pastureland. 

Links for further information: 
Tree Charter principle: https://treecharter.uk/principles-nature.html 

Simple actions for wildlife: https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/action

Plant for the Future: right tree, right place. 
A tree can be many things to many people. Make the most of 
their many benefits and plant with purpose. Whether it’s planting 
and caring for hedges or coppice  woodlands , involve people 
from all ages and across the community to create a sense of 
responsibility for their wellbeing. 
Know where your trees come from – make UK sourced and 
grown your first priority and you’ll help ensure healthy, strong trees for the 
future. 
The next generation needs to gain the skills and knowledge to ensure the right 
tree can be planted in in the right place, and will be properly protected and 
cared for.  Does your local school incorporate tree planting with pupils? 
Links for further information: 
Tree Charter principle: https://treecharter.uk/principles-planting.html

Free tree packs for communities and schools - https://www.woodlandtrust.
org.uk/plant-trees/free-trees/

Be part of national Tree Week: https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Take-Part/
National-Tree-Week
Green up an urban area: https://www.treesforcities.org/get-involved/
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Grow forests of opportunity and 
innovation: consider the source. 
Choosing ethical forest foodstuffs and products made from 
sustainable, certified, legal wood will support local business and 
artisans. Can you swap plastic for wood at home or at work?  Are 
there orchards locally where you can pick or buy fruits and nuts? 

The next generation of experts and professionals are already here 
– are you one of them? Look for training and further educational 
opportunities, and small business support.  

Timber is a fantastic material. More woodland managers and timber users cooperating 
and working together will lead to more sustainable timber production, and build 
modern progressive forestry, arboriculture, construction, landscape architecture and 
conservation sectors. 

Links for further information: 
Tree Charter principle: https://treecharter.uk/principles-forestry.html

Woodland Trust paper - http://www.woodlandtrustshop.com/products/625-woodland-
trust-office-paper-a4-75gsm.aspx

Fancy a job in the forestry sector? http://www.confor.org.uk/resources/Understand 
more about the role of British timber: https://www.growninbritain.org/the-public/

Protect irreplaceable trees and woods: a 
country that cares for its past cares for 
its future. 
Our oldest woods have witnessed history, and are still very 
relevant today. Insensitive development is the most immediate 
threat to the UK’s oldest woodland habitats and special trees. 
.  Your council’s Local Plan and your community’s neighbourhood 
plan are both formal routes to ensuring special trees and woods are 
acknowledged and can be protected, or sensitively included in development plans. 

Do you know where the precious trees are in your community? Mapping ancient 
woodland and trees, and the rest of the UK’s treescapes, will make a real impact on 
how they can be protected. 

Today’s trees could be the ancients of the future - if they are formally recognised and 
cared for accordingly.  Trees take a few years to establish, so don’t wait to plant the 
next generation!  

Links for further information: 
Tree Charter principle: https://treecharter.uk/principles-protection.html 
Help map the UK’s ancient woods and trees: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
ancienttreehunt
Become a Tree Warden: https://www.treecouncil.org.uk/Take-Part/Tree-Wardens
Report a threat to important trees or woodland: http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/get-
involved/campaign-with-us/in-your-community/threat-reporter/tell-us-about-a-threat/
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Celebrate the power of trees to inspire: 
stories have always grown on trees.  
Trees and woods have inspired artists, musicians and 
writers for centuries. There will be exhibits and themed 
events near you that will inspire and deepen the emotional 
connection we all have with trees and woods - children and adults 
alike; check out your local library or book shop, theatres, museums, sculpture 
parks and even cinemas.  Honour and keep the skills, trades, pastimes and 
traditions around woods and trees alive through the curriculum and wider 
educational opportunities. And don’t forget that the deep roots of history and 
tradition cross cultural boundaries across the world. Could your local school 
or place of work do more to highlight the diverse cultural associations of 
trees? 

Every year a full day will be dedicated to the Tree Charter and its principles. 
Everyone – from students to home-makers, retailers, academics, professionals 
and artists  - should join in the celebrations on the UK’s ‘tree-mendous’ Tree 
Charter Day, on the last Saturday in November. 

Tree Charter principle:  https://treecharter.uk/principles-culture.html 

Find a Tree Charter Day event or activity near you: https://treecharter.uk/
legacy.html

Plan greener local landscapes: Good  
landscapes of the future depend on  
care for trees today.
We should all have a right to influence decisions affecting 
the trees in our lives. Speak to your local planning authority 
to make sure trees and woodland contribute effectively to the 
Local Plan, neighbourhood plan and other plans in the area.  Is there a tree 
strategy? Maybe you can be part of developing one. 

Look out for (and respond to) planning applications that could threaten 
trees or woods. Existing trees and wooded areas can be incorporated into 
development, and new planting should be part of all development plans. 

Links for further information: https://treecharter.uk/principles-planning.html 

Develop a shared vision for your neighbourhood: https://www.planninghelp.
cpre.org.uk/improve-where-you-live/shape-your-local-area/neighbourhood-
plans/what-is-neighbourhood-planning

Understand more about trees in the planning system: https://www.
planningportal.co.uk/info/200130/common_projects/53/trees_and_hedges
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Recover health, hope and wellbeing  
with the help of trees: harness the 
healing power of trees 
Recover health, hope and wellbeing with the help of trees: 
harness the healing power of trees 

Trees and woods are not just a cosmetic feature, they are part of the efficient 
“natural health service” looking after whole communities. Healthcare and 
tree-care should go hand-in-hand. Make sure your Local Authority includes 
trees where people live and work as part of its health and wellbeing strategy or 
equivalent.

Get outdoors among trees as often as possible! Research shows this 
improves health and wellbeing by improving air quality, raising the spirits and 
encouraging healthy lifestyles.  Spending time with trees is a great habit to 
have. 

Links for further information: https://treecharter.uk/principles-health.html 

Back the NHS Forest: http://nhsforest.org/

Practical inspiration for children and young people: https://www.ltl.org.uk/

Find a wood near you: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/map/

Make trees accessible to all: there 
should be room for all of us under 
spreading canopies 
Not everyone knows about all the opportunities there 
will be to spend time among trees near to them. What 
information can you find about local accessible woods and 
green spaces with trees? Are there public transport links and 
structured opportunities for volunteering, socialising and exercising in woods 
or near trees? 

Talk to your place of work or study about planting trees near where people 
live, work and play – and ask your local Council and land managers about 
the woods near you. Are there opportunities for residents to visit privately-
owned woods more regularly?  Managing woodland, trees and hedges in the 
community can be incredibly rewarding. 

Links for further information: https://treecharter.uk/principles-access.html 

Find your local greenspace https://osmaps.ordnancesurvey.
co.uk/52.58205,-2.43165,7

Start a community orchard: https://www.theorchardproject.org.uk/guides-and-
advice/
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Combat the threats to our habitats: 
enlightened management will help 
ensure their future health
Pests and diseases are a serious, and increasing, threat to 
our woods and trees. Some tree pests can also affect people, 
so it’s important to know what to look for. 

If you are interested in being part of the solution then remember to mix 
species and properly manage woods so as to promote good health. There are 
many ways to get involved in research and monitoring projects, too. 

Links for further information: https://treecharter.uk/principles-threats.html 

Recognising tree pests and diseases: https://forestry.gov.uk/
pestsanddiseases

Free woodland management tools and advice: https://sylva.org.uk/myforest/
woodlandmanagement

Track the signs of change: https://naturescalendar.woodlandtrust.org.uk/

Strengthen our landscapes with trees: 
Trees and wooded habitats provide many different 
benefits which improve all our lives – like providing clean 
air and water, and helping to stabilise soils.  These are 
public goods, which public money should support.  

Look for ways to show support for agroforestry systems, 
and to see more trees used on farms.  Contacting your MP to ask 
about the Government’s plans to increase the use of trees in productive land 
management is a good place to start. 

At home, consider which tree species can offer the services you most want 
(like alleviating flood risk), and consider how your garden and the green spaces 
near you can make the most of trees.  

Links for further information:  https://treecharter.uk/principles-landscapes.
html 

Calculate the value of your local trees’ contribution: http://www.itreetools.org/
eco/

Learn about the Woodland Carbon Code: https://www.forestry.gov.uk/
carboncode

Choosing the right tree for the right place: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
plant-trees/advice/
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The Tree Charter was developed with the full backing of 70 different cross-
sector organisations, working together as a steering group chaired by the 

Woodland Trust for two years to galvanise public support and agree the final 
wording. Find out who was involved at https://treecharter.uk/about.html. 


